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Shake Stew - TEN ONE TWO 
 
Austrian jazz ensemble Shake Stew celebrate 10 years with landmark double album TEN ONE 
TWO; a forward-looking odyssey into their world of improvisation, global influences and collective 
exploration, with third part of the album TEN THREE released later in 2026.


TEN ONE is a perfect example of everything that’s come before, with bandleader Lukas 
Kranzelbinder’s compositions, the signature doubled bass lines and trance-like brass textures to 
driving grooves and extended solo passages that alternate with haunting melodic themes. TEN 
TWO delves into the energy you can find in their live performances, where there’s limitless 
improvisation and symbiotic collaborative music making, something only possible after playing for 
so many years together.


Over the years, international media have repeatedly associated Shake Stew with the term 
“Krautjazz,” and the band’s hypnotic soundscapes and driving rhythms have earned them 
widespread acclaim. From sold-out venues like Vienna’s Konzerthaus and Hamburg’s 
Elbphilharmonie to international festival stages, and awards including Austria’s Amadeus Music 
Award 2023 and the German Jazz Prize 2021 for “Band of the Year International.” For a band that 
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has already released five studio and two live albums within nine years and captivated audiences 
across Europe and beyond, Shake Stew’s tenth anniversary is not a ‘best of’: it’s a forward-
looking statement consisting entirely of new music, reflecting their evolution, curiosity, and their 
expansive musical vision.


TEN ONE TWO captures the full spectrum of the group’s sound in two parts, and is both a 
culmination and a new beginning, merging the immediacy of live improvisation with the 
meticulous layering of studio work. “I feel like we’ve only just started,” says bandleader Lukas 
Kranzelbinder. “This year and the process of TEN has given us a creative boost that feels like we 
are beginning a completely new chapter.”


The first part of the double album, TEN ONE, is roughly 45 minutes of intricately crafted 
compositions by Kranzelbinder. Tracks such as Wood and Garage highlight the acoustic side of 
the band, while the dual drum setup on Bakunawa and Searching unfolds beautifully within gently 
layered soundscapes. The first single, taken from this first outing, Ascendance, epitomises Shake 
Stew’s upward-driving sound. Kranzelbinder explains: “Nearly all of the music that triggers 
something physically within me is music that goes upwards…” Anchored by hypnotic bass and 
layered percussion, the track embodies both lift and propulsion, and has audible hints of 
influence from the likes of Shabaka Hutchings, a previous Shake Stew collaborator on their 2018 
album Rise and Rise Again.


TEN TWO opens a new chapter for Shake Stew. Across extended sessions, the ensemble 
allowed themselves the kind of freedom usually reserved for live performance: improvisation 
alongside fully composed material, shaped by the collective intuition honed over ten years. 
“When you play so many concerts and record so many albums, you develop an intuitive sense of 
what defines the band’s sound — there’s often no need for me to give compositional directions 
anymore,” says Kranzelbinder. The resulting tracks, including Ibdiss, Free Your Eyes, and Tiger, 
reveal a band that can lift off into ecstatic, trance-like spheres, uniting acoustic resonance with 
electric experimentation, modular synths, and even field recordings like cicadas and local 
industrial sounds.


To further expand the band’s tonal palette, the recording team was significantly expanded for 
both parts of the album, meaning everything was captured; from solo takes to larger ensemble 
improvisations. Recording took place in separate rooms during the day and full-band 
improvisations in the evenings, capturing both careful precision and spontaneous vitality. The 
sessions embodied Shake Stew’s commitment to exploration and creative freedom. Instruments 
were tracked in isolation, with duo and trio improvisations forming the backbone of larger 
ensemble pieces, while post-production added further layers and texture.


 

 

 

  

Links: 

Web: http://www.shakestew.com
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